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CHRISTOPHER ECCLESTON: Today’s date is October 22, 2001. The time 
is 22:12, and my Name is Christopher Eccleston of the New York City Fire Department 
World Trade Center Task Force, I am conducting an interview with the following 
individual...please state your name, title, and assigned command area of the Fire 
Department of the City of New York regarding the events of September 11", 2001. 

ALWISH MONCHERRY: My name is Alwish Moncherry, I am an EMT with 
the Fire Department of New York, I work out of Battalion 49 in Astoria. 

Q: Were you assigned to the World Trade Center disaster on September 11", 
2001? 

A: Yes, I was. 

Q: Can you please tell me in your own words about the events of that day? 

A: Of the events on September 11", I would say it would have been about 
8:30 or so (I’m not too sure about the time) I was at my 89 when we received the call. At 
first I heard over the radio, the towers had been hit. I didn’t know what it was, I didn’t 
think anything of it for a split second. Well, my partner didn’t think anything of it, but 
then I told him, cause Kevin Barrett was my partner. 

Q: Kevin Barrett? 

A: I said Kevin, did you hear that on the radio? He said: hear what? Then I 
told him something happened at the tower. Next thing you know, five or ten seconds 
later, 9 Henry respond, please respond to the World Trade Center. Immediately we 


picked up and went. We didn’t have time to write anything. Down 21* street, we 
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reached the 59" street bridge. Central tells us to stand by at the 59" street bridge on the 
Queens side, until further notice. We’re the first ones there, the other units 49 Charlie, 45 
Adam, and 49 Victor were also called. I think all of the units out of this station were 
called. We were at the front of the line, 49 Henry, to wait for conditions 49 to show up 
and tell us where to go. Everything’s happening really fast. I’m looking from the 59" 
street bridge, you can see the towers, you can see the smoke. The buildings just look like 
a cigarette basically. When we get the call to go over the bridge (I’m not too sure about 
the time) when we’re on the bridge there’s plenty of traffic. That’s when we noticed the 
second plane hitting tower two. I just couldn’t believe that that happened. So everybody 
was just trying to get there as fast as possible, as soon as possible, no matter what. A lot 
of fender benders en route, not us, but a lot of other cars hitting. A lot of chaos on the 
highway, on the bridge. Finally we get over, and we head down to the staging area. I’m 
not too sure, it was a Lieutenant or captain at the staging told us--cause 9 Henry is a haz- 
tac unit, I guess they wanted them at a certain place. They chose to put us originally on 
Vessey and West. 

Q: Can you just indicate on the map with a number 1 where your vehicle was 
parked originally? 

A: On the corner of Vessey and West. While on that corner, I’m seeing 
people rushing out of the buildings. Most of them appeared to be burns and, it was just 
hell. I can’t really describe it. People were just pouring out. Thousands and thousands 


of people just coming out. And everybody seemed to have been injured in one way or 


A. MONCHERRY 


another. Triaging patients, that’s all we could do. We didn’t have enough triage tags for 
everybody either. At the moment prior to the first building collapsing, I remember 
hearing popping sounds. One of my partners was saying what’s that? I saw the people 
falling and exploding on the ground. 

Q: What was exploding on the ground? 

A: Human beings. They were just falling from the sky and exploding like 
that. 

Q: How close were you to these people landing? 

A: I would say about 100-150 feet. People coming out of the buildings half 
burned, the fuel must have spewed down and hit some people. A lot of burns literally 
down through the skin to the bone. I had two patients on my ambulance, vehicle 111. 
FBI Agents were telling us to move our vehicle from the corner of Vessey and West, 
cause there was debris from the airplane which they needed for evidence. I guess it was 
NTSB, they wanted the area secured. There was nowhere for us to move the vehicle, 
cause there was debris everywhere. I know I ran over some sort of evidence somewhere. 
Pieces of metal from the plane. I tried, we moved it. I think now I was closer to the 
building, I would say about 50 feet from the building prior to it falling. 

Q: Can you indicate on the map with a number 2 where you parked your 
vehicle the second time? If you can recall. 

A: Let’s see...here. 


Q: Thank you. 


A. MONCHERRY 


A: When this happened, the first tower starts to collapse. I didn’t know this 
at first. My partner was on the corner, I didn’t know his location at the time, cause I’m 
triaging. I have two people on my ambulance already. To my assumption, I thought, 49 
Henry is a haz-tac, it’s supposed to be there for a reason. I’m not haz-mat certified, but 
my partner is. All I had to do was triaging the patients. My first patient was going into 
shock and bleeding profusely. My second patient was an asthma patient, and her ankle 
and knee were messed up a little bit, but she was okay. I took care of her and she was 
okay after that. So I left the two of them in the ambulance and stepped out. Two other 
guys needed help, I’m not sure which unit they were. They needed some help to put the 
patient on the long board. As we’re lifting her up, I notice people rushing towards us, 
and when I look up, I see the building coming down. It’s almost hovering over my head 
in slow-motion. I’m like holy--- you know. 

Q: You can say what you want, it’s fine. 

A: I just, I froze for awhile. I looked up and I couldn’t believe when it started 
coming down. It was a decision that I knew I had to make, but it took awhile for me to 
do it. The building’s coming down real fast, and it looks like slow motion. I had to 
leave. I turned around and I had to go. If I would have stayed and ran back to the 
ambulance, I don’t know what would have happened. So as far as I know the people who 


were within that vicinity there, if they ran the wrong way, turned the wrong way, if they 
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looked the wrong way, something could have either fell on them at that moment, or after 
a long time, from all the debris piling up, they would have been dead. Definitely. So I 
just ran. I turned around, I thought about my kids. My daughter, 5 years old, Imani. And 
my son, brand new to the world, one month old. And my wife, we just got married in 
August. I thought about them and I said I can’t leave them. I tured around and started 
running. On my way running, I found a lot of people, and I helped out a few that I knew 
needed help. If they could run, just run with me. Just keep on going. Now it’s like a 
dead silence, it’s still clear, but it’s a dead silence. And soon all you could see was a 
black smoke coming from all sides of the street. It hit me in the back, it hit everyone, it 
just blanketed us. No one knew what to do, we couldn’t breathe. I didn’t have a mask 
on, we didn’t have time to get all that stuff. While I was running, my helmet flew off, my 
mask, radio. I found radios, I found another helmet that was lying around, I picked it up 
and put it on. I feel some lady grabbing my arm, we’re trying to run. She tells me she 
has asthma. I say just hold on to me, keep going. In the dark I saw a light. I started 
going towards the light. Holding the girl’s hand, we’re just going forward. We get to the 
light, it’s another EMT.... 

Q: We’re gonna stop the tape for a moment, the time is 22:25....Resuming 
the tape at 22:26. 

A: Well, I’m holding the girl’s hand, it’s dark. I can’t breathe, I can’t see 
anything. All you hear is voices, everyone screaming and yelling for help. I saw the 
light and I started going towards the light. It’s a fellow EMT, I don’t know his name. All 


I know is he had dreads. He looked horrible, he couldn’t breathe. I was telling him to 
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hold on. So I grab him. A few seconds later I hear shelter, shelter. So we all start going 
towards the voice, it was a bodega grocery store. We all went inside the store, they 
closed the door, gave everybody water and took care of them. Told everybody to not 
swallow, just gargle and spit it out. We waited a little while, treated as much as we could 
inside the store with whatever resources we had at the moment. Moments later, I’m not 
sure about the time, the smoke started to subside a little, just from the top you could see it 
clearing up a little, slightly. It was at that time that we heard police officers, I guess 
chiefs, telling us all, EMS units and fire, all you guys come on out, we gotta get the rest 
of the people out. So after helping out as many as we could in the store, I put my gear 
back on, whatever gear I had left. We ran back out, I had a tee-shirt, I forgot to mention, 
that’s the only thing I had in terms of covering my airway. We went back towards the 
building, Tower One. I don’t know where cause it’s still dark everywhere. So, when I 
went back, I just started helping people out, any which way we could. I remember an 
African-American female, she had a four year old or a five year old daughter with her, 
and another child, I’d say less than a year old in the stroller. They’re all covered up in 
stuff, in soot and everything. I’m looking at her, she’s screaming, she doesn’t know what 
to do or where to go. I told her, I just grabbed the baby that was in the stroller, and there 
was a police officer who was next to me, he grabbed the four-year-old, and we all started 
going towards the building. I think it was one of the court houses over there. We took 
her inside there. I was so...I guess it was the adrenaline kicking in, I just wanted to get 


her inside, out of that environment. I didn’t even bother looking at the child, cause it was 
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sort of covered up a little bit, so I figured it was okay. I was like get in, get out. Take the 
baby in there, daughter’s in there and she’s okay. I didn’t have time to look at the child 
to be honest with you, and look at her, cause there were other people there. I just ran 
back out to help some more. At that time I bumped into my partner. I heard his voice out 
there, and we ran into each other. We just started crying right then and there, you know. 
And a couple minutes after that, another one of our partners out of at the station, Luis 
Diaz, was found, we found him. Luis was not himself to say the least when we found 
him. He didn’t have his helmet on, and he was down crying. I knew it was him cause he 
has a bald head just like me. He has a shiny bald head, but it wasn’t shiny. We found 
him, I hugged him, and we just cried together right there for about five minutes. I don’t 
know how long, but it was a long time. After that we said we still have a job to do. We 
have to go back out there and help these people as much as we could, and that’s what we 
did. Now I guess the second tower started coming down. Just by looking, I would say 
we were about 300 feet, maybe a little more, maybe 400 feet away from it. But it came 
down, and the same thing. Everyone started running. At that point I just didn’t know 
what was going on and why this was happening. It just wasn’t good. We were stuck 
there for awhile, we stayed together Kevin Barret, Luis Diaz and myself. We started 
finding people along the way, co-workers. We later found a captain, I don’t remember 
her name, but I know she works out of Battalion 50 in Jamaica. I think she’s a 


Lieutenant. We found her and she told us where the next staging area is, and we headed 
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towards the next staging area. I don’t recall where exactly it was. I know we walked a 
long way. 

Q: Could it be here? 

A: I think so, I think so. I know when the Lieutenant told us where to go, that 
wasn’t the correct staging area, cause we were still too close to the buildings. They 
wanted everyone away from it. That’s when there was a third building that collapsed 
around that time. 

Q: Building Seven, which would be over here. 

A Okay, 7 World Trade, that one collapsed. 

Q: 7 World Trade collapsed a little later. 

A Yeah, a lot later. That happened en route, while we were walking towards 
our unit. 

That happened at 5:25. 

A: Wow. We stuck around there for a long time. I would say for most of the 
day and night. Later on that night we were told to go to Chelsea Piers. That’s where the 
Emergency Room was, the make-shift ER. We went there, and we were trying to figure 
out who was missing. For a long time no one knew where we were. We were the guys 
missing, and everyone was down there looking for us. So at that time we formed a little 
group, from 10 to 15 EMTs, and we went out of this area to try to go back for the guys 


who were not accounted for. Like Carlos and Luis’ partner Paul Adams. 
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That was one of the people we were looking for while Kevin, Luis and I, he was the next 
person we were trying to find. We finally got that Paul was okay, I think I heard his 
voice on the radio and I told Luis that he was okay. We didn’t know where he was. We 
couldn’t find Carlos, but there was nothing else that we could actually do. But I felt like 
we should at least try, you know? At least try and get him. That’s something that not too 
many people know about until now I guess. And that was it. We stayed there for awhile, 
I’d say we were released maybe 20 hours later. I haven’t been back since. The only 
thing I keep is my boots. I don’t even polish them anymore, they still have the ash on 
them. That’s the only thing I keep as remembrance. And the smell on the ambulance... 

Q: Is there anything else you would like to add on the events of September 
12, 2001 prior to approximately 12:00? 

A: No. 

Q: Okay, well thank you very much for conducting this interview with me. 
This interview is being concluded at 22:40 hours. Thank you very much. 


A: Thank you. 


